Optimal elective scalp incision design.
Scalp incisions of an elective nature are commonly used as an approach in upper cranial maxillofacial surgery. Similarly, isolated linear parietal incisions are occasionally used to harvest outer table calvarial bone grafts. Although morbidity from these incisions is generally minimal, there is a tendency, particularly when a scar is widened, for it to be more visible if it is of a linear nature. In this review we will present our results with 16 consecutive patients in which a geometric pattern incision was used instead of a straight incision in hopes of improving the ultimate appearance of this scar. We have found that, in general, incisions made in a geometric fashion are less noticeable than traditional linear elective scalp incisions. This is particularly true when there was widening of the scar.